Cinco de Mayo,  Cinco de Mayo
Cinco de Mayo, or May 5, is an important holiday in schools around countries of Latin America and the United States, where its celebration is growing more and more widespread.  On this date in 1862, the Mexican army, under the command of General lgnacio Zaragozo and with the help of the Mexicon people, defeated French troops near the city of Puebla, proving that they could protect their country from foreign invaders. Benito Juarez, president of Mexico at that time, said, "Entre los individuos como entre las

naciones, el respeto al derecho ajeno es la paz." ("Respect for the rights of others must go hand in hand with peace,") The music for this song is taken from the traditional Mexican song "La cucaracha.”

Cinco de Mayo, Cinco de Mayo

Celebremos como hermanos

La gran victoria

Que es un orgullo,

Para el pueblo mexicano.
[canta dos veces]

¡Viva Don Benito Juarez!

¡Viva Ignacio Zaragoza!

¡Viva el pueblo de valientes!

¡Alla en Puebla, la gloriosa!

Cinco de Mayo, Cinco de Mayo,

Let us celebrate like brothers

The great victory

That is a source of pride

For the Mexican people

[sing twice]

Long live Benito Juarez!

Long live Ignacio Zaragoza!

Long live the town of the brave/valiant

There in Puebla, the glorious.
